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	  	Summary:
	An extreme drawdown of the Alligator Chain and Lake Gentry to reverse the decline of aquatic habitat associated with years of lake level stabilization has been proposed. The project area is located southeast of St.Cloud in Osceola County,Florida. During the drawdown, approximately 3,450 acres of bottom sediments will be exposed, simulating the historic cycle of flood and drought which maintained the lakes' ecological balance. Also associated with the drawdown will be the removal of approximately 475,000 cubic yards of organic material (muck) from the lake bottom. This habitat enhancement project was initiated by public concerns for protection of their resource. Although the lakes' water quality is good, the prospect of cleaner shorelines, less nuisance vegetation and organic material, and an improved sport fishery has engendered a great deal of support for this project from homeowners and other area residents who utilize these lakes (see Appendix A for more detailed overview of the proposed drawdown project).
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