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  Aerial Surveys for Manatees and Dolphins in Western Peninsular Florida (with Notes on Sightings of Sea Turtles and Crocodiles).
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          	Date Issued:
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	  	Summary:
	West Indian manatees (Trichechus manatus) and bottlenose dolphins (tursiops truncatus) occur in rivers, estuaries, and coastal areas in Florida (Moore 1953a, Layne 1965, Hartman 1974, Irvine and Campbell 1978). Manatees are dispersed during the summer, but concentrate around win-m-water sources or in southwestern Florida in winter. Bottlenose dolphins are usually sighted in coastal and estuarine waters of Florida, and may remain in some areas throughout the year. Seasonal changes in local distribution and abundance have only been documented in a few areas for manatees or dolphins. The distribution of manatees and dolphins in various habitat types and salinities in Florida also is unclear.
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